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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN SILISTRA (DUROSTORUM) 
 

Peti DONEVSKI 
 

Abstract: The study of the Roman Durostorum began at the end of the XIX century and 
continues till now. Thanks to chance discoveries of small finds and worn Bulgarians and Romanians 
scientists it was possible to define the place of the castra Legionis XI Claudiae, it’s canabae and part 
of the necropolises on the territory of the present day town of Silistra while the vicus, municipium 
Durostorum and some workshops were to the east of the state border, in Romanian. Moreover the 
excavations have showed in the east south part of the town that the legion fortress covered an area 
of 22 ha. Although the buildings of the disposed around the castra canabae I have excavated are over 
approx 30 ha the traces of buildings in the vicinity of the Danubian fort and the central part of the 
town indicate that this settlement spread over approx 60 ha. 

The territory of the castra and the canabae were occupied to 6th century AD. A new fort was 
build on the bank of the Danube River in the end of the 3 th century AD were a small military unit was 
stationed together with a civil population. The presents of Goths was been established for certain and 
appearance of Slavs began from the second half of the 6 th 

Rezumat: Studiul Durostorum-ului roman a început la sfârşitul secolului al XIX-lea şi 
continuă până în prezent. Graţie descoperirilor, cercetătorii bulgari şi români au putut localiza castrul 
Legiunii a-XI-a Claudiae, canabae-le acesteia şi parţial necropolele, aflate pe teritoriul actualei localităţi 
Silistra, în timp ce vicus-ul, municipium-ul Durostorum şi unele ateliere sunt situate la est de graniţă, 
în România. De asemenea, săpăturile arheologice din partea de sud-est a oraşului, au pus în evidenţă 
castrul legiunii care acoperea o suprafaţă de 22 de ha. Deşi clădirile din jurul canabae-lor castrului, 
unde am efectuat săpăturile, ocupă aproximativ 30 ha, urmele de construcţii descoperite în 
vecinătatea fortificaţiei dunărene şi în zona centrală a oraşului îndică faptul că aşezarea se întindea pe 
aproximativ 60 de ha. 

century AD. 

Teritoriul castrului şi al canabae-lor a fost ocupat în secolul al VI-lea d. Chr. O nouă 
fotificaţie a fost construită pe malul Dunării la sfârşitul secolului al III-lea d. Chr. unde a staţionat o 
mică unitate militară, împreună cu o populaţie civilă. Prezenţa goţilor a fost stabilită cu certitudine iar 
slavii au apărut începând cu a doua jumătate a secolului al VI-lea d. Chr. 

Key words: Durostorum; castra; vicus; municipium; canabae; Legionis XI Claudiae; 
necropolises. 

Cuvinte cheie: Durostorum; castru; vicus; municipium; canabae; Legiunea a-XI-a Claudiae; 
necropole. 

 
The identification of the present day town of Silistra and its adjacent vicinity with the ancient 

Durostorum was carried out a long time ago based on the fortress wall, visible to this day on the bank 
of the Danube river, epigraphic monuments, chance discoveries of walls, bricks with seals, coins, and 
other small finds found in the town of Silistra and its vicinity (Pârvan 1924: 307-40; Тоdorov 1927: 3-
52; Russu 1936-1940: 174-99). However it was only with systematic and emergency excavations from 
the end of the 60ies of the last century in the town and the studies of Romanian colleagues east of it 
that it was possible to outline with sufficient clarity the separate elements of the concept of Roman 
Durostorum (Аngelova 1973: 83-93; Culică 1970: 365-77; 1971: 193-7; 1978: 225-37; Donevski 1990: 
236-44; Muşeţeanu 1990: 294-9, Damian et al. 2004: 225-6). 

The studies along the Rhein limes and the remaining part of the Danubian limes of the 
Empire point to the existence of two civilian structures canabae, near the castra, and a village (vicus), 
at a distance of 1,5-2,5 km from a legionary fortress, as was also with the case with Durostrorum (fig. 
1). The second one of them at a certain moment was granted the status of self-governing municipality 
(municipium) (Vittinghoff 1970: 346-7). 

 
Castra Legionis 
The excavations between 1972-1976 allowed the localization of the stone castra of the legio 

XI Claudia in the southeastern part of present day Silistra (fig. 2). At first two internal and one 
external tower, part of the dwelling of a centurion, and two barracks were found in the southwest 
corner. Later the northwestern corner was found by chance. Thus we established its length about 510 
m, its width 430 m, covering a common area of 22 ha (fig. 2). 

The foundations of the castra wall are 2,70-3 m wide (in the substructions, and 2,10 m in 
the superstruction). The external face of the wall was made of small stone blocks (fig. 3), while the 
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internal one of irregularly shaped stones with over plastered joints (fig. 4). This is held together by 
white plaster with a large amount of river ballast. However observations show that the original 
thickness of the foundations is 1,50 m and they were deeper by 0,70 m through the later thickening 
on the interior wall. This is clearly seen at the southern internal tower, which originally had external 
dimensions of 6,40 by 4,90 m and internal dimensions 3,50 by 3,30 m; after the widening of the wall 
the respectively became 6,40 x 4,00 and 3,50 x 1,80 m. The foundations of the tower are structurally 
linked with the castra wall and are 1,50 m. wide (fig. 5). The wall was built of semi-worked stone with 
the same plaster joints (Donevski 2004: 15). The sparsely preserved cover on the west wall of the 
tower presupposes a width of 0,90-1,00 m in the superstruction. Another tower, preserved only in its 
foundations, has a trapeze shape and is in the southwestern corner of the castra. Its external 
dimensions are 9,40 x 7,95 x 6,50 m reduced, as is the case with the other tower after repairs of the 
wall. What is specific here is that the external angles are protruding by about half a meter before the 
curtain wall. Thickness of the foundations is identical to those of the previous tower. 

There is ground to suppose that the strengthening of the foundations of the early castra 
wall, to a height of 0,70 m and the building of 2,10 m wide superstruction in the wall occurred after 
the raids of the Costoboci (kostobikai) in 170 A.D. Indications are found in written sources, the 
unusual width of the castra wall (2,10 m) for the begging of 2nd century, as well as the burnt layers 
within the castra and those of the canabae, dated by coins from the same period (Donevski 1990: 
240). 

Probably the street 1,80 m to the south, beyond the castra wall dates from the same period 
(after 170 AD). Several facts give ground for this dating. First of all, in soundings below the street 
spots and layers of white plaster and small stones were found, which can be associated with the 
construction of the castra wall and the fosses. In the second place the exterior faces of the curbstones 
were done in an approximately similar manner as the width 2,10 m superstruction of the curtina. The 
third circumstance was that it was built before the barbarian invasions of the 3rd century and its 
position facing west was cut by the large exterior tower in the corner of the castra and near the other 
tower. This is why the period when it served as via sagularis (the external street surrounding the 
castra) could fall between the end of the 2nd and the mid 3rd century. 

The next reconstruction established in this section of the fortress occurred after the Gothic 
invasions in the mid 3rd century when the internal corner tower ceased to function and a rectangular 
21,70 x 12,80 m. external tower appeared (fig. 6). There also was a second building period, linked to 
rebuilding with evidently larger stones, with red plaster. Such a reconstruction has also been 
established with the fortress wall, which, after being knocked down was built up with large stone 
blocks, characteristics for the so-called Binder-Läufer system of the 5th-6th century AD. 

The wall, 2,60 m thick and with a superstructure of large stones with pink plaster, found to 
the south of the rectangular interior tower, in its orientation (it is transverse to the fortress wall) and 
position, can be interpreted by part of the another exterior tower built in the 5th-6th

It should be noted that a new fortress was built in Late Antiquity close to the Danubian bank 
(fig. 2, fig. 9). The wall there follows northwestern - southeastern direction for 55 m. (Аngelova 1973: 

 century AD (fig. 
5). 

A building with an orientation southnorth with dimensions 23 x 11,5 m; and an area of 264,5 
sq. m (0,55 m thickness of the walls with white plaster) was found 16,70 m from the southern wall of 
the castra (fig. 7). Its situation and size, analogous to internal buildings in other castra point to it 
having been the centurion’s headquarters (Petrikovits 1975: 30-43). This was also supported by two 
more narrow buildings with a western-eastern orientation, seen as barracks (fig. 8). They are 8,50 m 
wide, the length of the premises varies between 3,80-4,40 m. The space between barracks, 2,10 m, is 
covered by a layer of 0,10-0,15 m deep ballast. 

Excavations in the southwestern part of the castra show it does not differ from the familiar 
pattern of similar castra from the Imperial period. 

It is rectangular with internal towers. The situation of the interior dwelling of the centurion 
and the two barracks are fully in line with the plan of such castra from other sites along the Roman 
limes. In future we expect excavate the four gates and the streets leading to the central buildings – 
the Principia (the Headquarters of the legion), the Praetorium (the residence of the legatus legionis), 
the Scamnum tribunorum (Houses of senior officers), the valetudinarium (the Hospital) and the 
Thermae (the Baths). Like elsewhere the barracks of the ten cohorts should be expected to be found 
nearby along the castra walls. 

 
The Fort on the Danubian Bank 
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83-90). The foundations are 3,60 m deep, made of broken rock with pink plaster between the stones. 
The curtina is 2,30-2,60 m wide. The first layer and part of the second row of carefully cut stone 
blocks with pink plaster are preserved from the superstructure. The structure of the section in the so-
called southeast sector has a similar structure and was used as the foundation of a later wall. The 
earlier wall underwent serious damage, most evident on the bank of the river and to a lesser extent in 
the southeast sector. The line of the second wall was moved by about 1-1,5 m to the north and was 
built with new foundations contrary to the southeast sector, where, the earlier wall had served as a 
foundation. Its thickness varies - 3,45 m, 3,58 m to 4,20 m. The filling consisted of broken and 
worked stones (probably from the destroyed earlier wall), as well as of abundant resin, covered with 
red plaster. The facing consists of well-worked ashlars, placed in a Binder-Läufer system. It should be 
noted that in the section along the riverbank the foundation of the wall lies on Pylons, covered with 
red plaster 0,30 m thick. Two triangular and two pentagonal towers, at places where the wall makes a 
bend, belong to this construction period. The author of the study has dated the first wall towards the 
end of the 3rd century AD and the beginning of  the 4th century AD, while the second one  at least 
after the Hun invasion towards mid 5th century AD and most probably during the reign of Justinian 
(527-565). 

 
Canabae Legionis XI Claudiae 
The emergence and development of the canabae, mentioned chiefly in epigraphic 

monuments have been studied by many scholars since the 19th century. From a purely theoretical 
issue, it gradually has assumed more concrete dimensions and interpretations with the expansion of 
the scope of archeological studies. There is no doubt at present that after the stationing of legions at 
a certain site, civilian settlements arose around them and in their immediate proximity. This is a 
tradition, which goes back to republican days, when the army was quite mobile, and such settlements 
were temporary. However throughout the Imperial period, when the stationed legions stayed in one 
place for a longer time, canabae gradually became settlements, which in their architectural 
appearance, lay out, and internal organization began to resemble the real cities in the provinces. We 
could suppose that their population were entrusted with important assignments connected with 
supplies to the garrisons, production and supply of a variety of goods. This can explain somewhat why 
they were attractive centers for many artisans and merchants, who wished to gain from meeting of 
the personal needs of men and officers. On the other hand the commanders of the legions were 
interested having military workshops repairing armaments and providing supplies, as well as carrying 
out maintenance work. 

These settlements were closely linked with the legion and this was clearly expressed in their 
name, as is the case of Troesmis – the canabae of the legio V Macedonica (CIL III 6166), or the 
canabae of the legio XI Claudia, as is the case with Durostrorum (CIL III 7474). 

The name of the settlement was given in very few cases. It would be wrong however to 
speak of military rule or strict military control over the entire castra settlement and associate it with 
the so called lustrum primipili which we know from the 3rd

This practice comes to show, that with some caution we could examine developed canabae 
as something in-between a corporation and a community, i.e. a quasi municipality. Their supreme 

 century and the inventory and control was 
carried out by the military every five years (Vittinghoff 1970: 345). The commanders of the legions 
naturally would be interested in controlling activities beyond the fortifications and control the 
workshops run by the army and for it. Otherwise it would be in contradiction with Roman managerial 
principles to believe, that they would not allow ‘autonomous’ bodies of the settles of the canabae to 
carry out the necessary administrative tasks. If that were not the case, such a time consuming role 
would have increased the load on the military personnel of the castra. This is also supported by the 
existing epigraphic monuments which clearly point to the existence of a corporative organization of 
Roman citizens with juridical rights among the inhabitants of the canabae – consistentes ad canabas 
legionis or ad legionem (settled in canabae of the legion) and veterani et cives Romani ad canabas 
(veterans and Roman citizens of the canabae…). 

The association of veterans and roman citizens was led by two magisters. Inscriptions also 
speak of aediles, responsible for markets, roads, games and the distribution of grain. For four 
settlements we have direct or indirect information of the existence of a ordo decorionum - a town 
council, which probably existed everywhere. Thus the town council of certain canabae could order the 
raising of a commemorative inscription with a text locus datus decreto decurionum (the place was 
given by decree of the councilors), and in another case ‘a public – place’. At Aquincum it even has at 
it’s disposal ‘public funds’ pecunia publica (Vittinghoff 1970: 344). 
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rulers, the magisters, could not be granted the title IIviri (duu(m)viri or IIII-viri, which is retained for 
the territorial corporation of the coloniae, municipia, civitates. Canabae never were granted local law, 
as they were seen domicilia of Roman citizens. This is why they did not possess their own origo 
(corporation). These legal limitations did not stop any canabae to compete in their area or building up 
or even surpass the adjacent villages (vici) and municipia as archeological excavations indicate to be 
the case along the imperial border. It appears this is best proven with the example of the canabae of 
the legio XI Claudia at Durostorum, who in the inscription from the reign of Emperor Antoninus Pius 
(138-161) were called Aelieae, in analogy to the Roman towns bearing the names of emperors 
(Тodorov 1927: 23). 

The emergency excavations I conducted north of the castra of the legion in the 1973-1981 
periods allowed the documentation study of tens of buildings from the canabae (fig. 10). They have 
different plans and functions. These buildings were built of stone and bricks with white plaster up to 
the middle of the 3rd century and afterwards large pieces of broken bricks were added. The thickness 
of the walls varies between 0,50-1,20 m. Many of the buildings have a heating system (hypocaustum) 
and were connected with the water supply system and the sewers of the settlement. Among them 
several streets were found in a north-south and east-west direction, covered with small gravel and 
slabs, under them canals made of bricks or stones (Donevski 1988: 84-96; 1990: 239-42). 

Most of the buildings, in spite of the fact that they are not completely excavated, evidently 
were private dwellings, while the scale and the plan of others indicate their character of public 
buildings. The last one about 200 m north of the thermae of the castra are a fine example (fig. 10/1). 
Built in the first half of the 2nd century it belongs to the type with chambers in line (fig. 11). The 
thermae have three premises with pools and another basin for cold water. At first the preafurnia 
(furnaces) was to the north, however later they were rebuilt, and the eastern excedra was cut, to 
allow warm air to pass from the newly added praefurnium. With time there were many changes in the 
plan, new premises were added, floor levels were raised, new drains were built etc. The last clearly 
expressed construction period is from the first half of the 4th century AD documented by coins and a 
floor, covered with bricks with seals RVMORIDVS. No doubt it had been used secondarily, although 
not in its full size. 

Another site (Mladost 1-2), some 260 m southwest from the thermae and a little more than 
100 m north of the castra (fig. 10, 22), offers for the present the clearest development of the private 
type of buildings in canabae of the legion and the Late Roman city (fig. 12). This was a complex of 
structures from the first half of the 2nd century. Its eastern sector consisted of three long rows of 
premises, oriented in a north-south direction, some of them supplied with a hypocaustus system. To 
the west, in spite of the serious damage from the excavations for the foundations of a block of flats, 
the traces of at least two rows of premises with the same orientation were found; together with the 
rest they enclose an interior space, where a private baths, consisting of four serial premises, attached 
to the eastern section of the complex existed (fig. 13). Buildings with totally different plans and 
probably different functions were erected in the early 4th century over the ruins of the urban villa (fig. 
12). The eastern building consisted of a large premise (over 100 sq. m.) with an exedra in the 
southern part and two smaller premises. The praefurnium, found to the east of the building and traces 
of a hypocaustus show it was heated. The baths, which consisted of two elongated premises ending in 
exedrae and another one, almost square in shape, uniting them, a 4 m southwest to it (fig. 14). The 
praefurnium originally was at the southern side, and later at the west (fig. 15). Later reconstructions 
and additions show the building existed up to the 6th century. 

Another type of buildings, established in two places, was those with stone pavements, which 
were probably part of an interior courtyard. In one case (block of flats 12, 7th September Street) the 
area was 100 sq. m. (fig. 16) and in the other (Dunav B 10 block of flats) the area exceed 40 sq. m. 
(fig. 17). 

Excavations also showed, that large buildings existed where the dwelling section and the 
baths were under one and the same roof (‘Seres street’ (fig. 18), ‘Dunav bl. B1’ (fig. 19), ‘Block 
Yavorov 1-2’, ‘7th September street’ (fig. 20), as well as in smaller public baths (‘Tolbuhin street’) (fig. 
21). 

Although the buildings I have excavated in the eastern part of Silistra were over approx 30 
ha, the traces of buildings in the vicinity of the Danubian fortress and the central part of the town 
indicated, that canabae spreaded over 60 ha. 



Archaeological investigations in Silistra (Durostorum) 

 

109 

Vicus (Municipium) 
The village - the vicus was the other civilian structure always off the castra, with its own 

name (generally before the Roman name or the Romanized name), as was the case of Troesmis, 
Aquincum, Brigetio and others. 

Such a settlement was a continuation of an earlier autochthonous settlement, occupied by 
Romans, avoiding in this way the dependence on the military authorities, at the same time living close 
to the legion, which provided a suitable market and guaranteed their security. Moreover such 
settlements could be granted the status of a Roman town (municipium), a status which as a rule vici 
were given, not canabae. Historical material shows that after the emergence of the municipium, 
canabae continued to exist, developing more or less intensively. The same sources point to the close 
links between the two settlements - frequently one and the same people performed various duties in 
the vicus (municipium) and the canabae. 

Most of the Roman towns along the Rhein-Danubian limes were originally vici. Archeological 
studies confirm that towns like Vindobona, Carnutum, Brigetio, Aquincum are situated between 1,5-
2,5 km from the legion castra, while colonia Ulpia Traiana (Vetera), even at 4 km. 

The only case of granting civil rights to a canabae is Apulum in Dacia, yet this was done 
during the reign of the Severi. An instance is also known which we can look on as a break of the rule 
in another direction, namely the case of the development of a canabae and vicus not far from the 
castra of the legio XXII Primigenia, and neither of these settlements being given civil rights. In spite of 
that a real city was born exactly nearby the fortress, which in the 3rd century AD was surrounded by a 
fortified wall and had the function of capital of the province of Germania Superior – Mogontiacum, 
which in the 4th century even included part of the former site of the castra of the legion. Both extreme 
cases defy any classification and are evidence for locally specific examples. 

When V. Pârvan published and provided his commentary on the text of the inscription where 
Municipium Aurelium Durostorum was mentioned early in the 20th

Material from the pre-Roman period, found on the Silistra area is few and spread out 
(Severeanu 1935:184-217; Bucharov 1988: 98; Cotorno 1942: 60-3, 123-4; Conovici and Muşeţeanu 
1975: 541-50; Lazarov and Bucharov 1984: 89-93; Bucharov 1988: 99). This is why they are 
insufficient to point to the site of the pre-Roman settlement. On the other hand monuments from the 
Roman period are in great abundance, variety and with positive locations. The archeological material 

 century, he did not hesitate to link 
it with quick development of the canabae. He wrote that they had become a municipium (Parvan 
1924: 14). He thought it logical that canabae, granted with such imperial indulgence, bearing the 
name of independent municipalities with the imperial name, under M. Aurelius received the status of a 
municipium. R. Vulpe and B. Gerov believed that the canabae were in the territory of the present day 
town (Vulpe 1963: 14-71; Gerov 1977: 302-7), while one kilometer to the east there was another 
civilian settlement, which developed on the site of the ancient Geto-Dacian oppidum (Vulpe 1963: 14-
71). Special proof of B. Gerov’s thesis came from the discoveries in 1970 of two Latin inscriptions 
dated 209 AD, found about 500 m south of the castra of the legion (Gerov 1977: 302-7). In the first 
inscription the inhabitants are referred to as vicani while in the second one the term used is 
consistentes huius loci. This gives Gerov ground to believe that 40 years after being granted the rights 
of a municipium of the canabae, a vicus also existed alongside the castra. 

According to another scholar - E. Doruţiu - Boilă, the same inscriptions are proof of the late 
raising of Durostorum to the rank of municipium. The author bases this on the conclusion that in 
similar cases of parallel existence of two settlements - canabae and vicus alongside namely the latter 
becomes a municipium. In her opinion it was logical if beyond the legion there still was a vicus, that 
Durostorum at that time was not yet a municipium. Her view is that in the first inscription published 
by V. Pârvan the name of the Emperor M. Aurelius Antoninus Augustus does not necessarily indicate 
the reign of Marcus Aurelius, as the same name was borne by M. Aurelius Antoninus Caracalla 
(Doruţiu-Boilă 1978: 246-7). 

I feel in this case the data from these inscriptions concerning the status of the settlement 
are taken somewhat lightly. There are examples when a canabae is called a vicus canabarum, as is 
the case with Argentorate or vicus canabarum and vicani canabensium for example, particularly during 
the reign of the Severi (Poulter 1983: 80-1, 106). And if in the first inscription the inhabitants are 
presented as vicani, in the second the term consistentes huius loci (locus) appear. The difference in 
the names probably reflects the lower status of the cited settlement. Besides this the commercial 
character of the two inscriptions and the legal status of the inhabitants (veterans and peregrines) are 
more adequate to the character of a settlement by the castra as is the case of the canabae (ibid.: 80-
3). 
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found in the past and in the present days at 2-3 km east of Silistra, in Romanian territory is very 
interesting. They consist of pottery, coins, bricks and lead seals with the seal of the legio XI Claudia, a 
cast for lamps, and cast for statuettes, lead mirrors, pottery furnaces, traces of building activities, and 
drainage systems (Russu 1936-1940: 174-99; Rădulescu 1963: 511-35; Culică 1974: 137-41; 1978: 
115; Mărgineanu 1978: 137-41; Muşeţeanu and Elefterescu 1978: 105-11; Donevski 1989: 277- 90; 
1990: 240-44; Muşeţeanu 1990: 297-98; 1996: 17-21; 1998: 169-71; Damian et al. 2002: 224-25; 
2003: 222-23; 2004: 225-26). Late antiquity building material used secondarily and the inscription of 
the municipium Durostorum were found in the same region. 

The intensity of the finds, their variety and character speak of the presence of the 
settlement. And after the excavating of the castra and its canabae in Silistra, it is evident that the 
settlement on the Romanian territory can only be the vicus. As is evident from the excavations in 
Silistra and in the vicinity and here as well as elsewhere along the Danube and the Rhein with the 
arrival of the legion two settlements were established – canabae, close to the legion’s castra and a 
vicus, situated at about two kilometers east of it. 

And if this is the case, it can be accepted with a high probability that Municipium Aurelium 
Durostorum grew from the vicus at the time of the reign of Marcus Aurelius. 

 
Necropolises 
The establishment and location of the necropolises of Durostorum are closely linked with the 

castra of the legio XI Claudia, its canabae and municipium. Namely these components of a military 
and settlement structures, together with the terrain determined the location of the necropolises 
throughout the 2nd to the 6th century AD (Donevski 1990: 236-45; Popovic, Donevski 1999: 9-15). 
They were situated west, south and east of the fortress, respectively the canabae and west and south 
of the vicus, with three exceptions so far: the burial of a child in a sarcophagus and a Late Roman 
tomb on the territory of the canabae, together with still a third almost on the bank of the river (fig. 
22). 

Burials in brick laid graves or in burial pits with burning of bodies and laying the deceased 
were found most often in a section of the necropolis southwest of the castra, when work was 
underway for the construction of a Combine on ‘Makarenko’ street and ‘V. Kolarov’ street. The 
inventory included a great variety of bronze, silver and gold objects and ornaments. The coins from 
Trajan to Marcus Aurelius date their use of the necropolis throughout the 2nd century A.D. 

Burials in sarcophagi found east and north of the fortress of the legion are dated by coins 
from the second half of 2nd century AD (fig. 23-26). 

Burials in the necropolises of Durostorum include brick graves and slab-covered burials, 
sarcophaguses, burial pits and built tombs. 

The only built tomb found so far from the same period is on Romanian territory between the 
canabae and the vicus. 

The burial inventory includes the whole variety of Roman and local traditions. 
An increase in the number of built tombs is observed from the second half of the 3rd on to 

the 6th century. They have been found to the southwest, south and southeast of the castra. 
The tombs in Silistra differ in their time of construction, in their plan and construction 

scheme used (fig. 27-32). According to plans they are two types of tombs - with one and two 
chambers. Nine are with one chamber, with a rectangular plan, with a different orientation and semi-
rounded vaults with a varied surface. The smallest tomb has a surface of 4-5 sq. m., those with a 
medium size about 9 sq. m., and the largest between 14 to 17,50 sq. m. 

The height up to the vault varies between 1,80 to 2,30 m, although there also exists a 
height approx. 4 m. The walls of the tombs were made of broken stone and the vault constructions 
were made of bricks of various sizes. The floors were made of bricks and plaster. The tombs were of 
the hypogeum type dug in over 2 m. The entrances consisted of small openings, closed by thick stone 
slabs. On the interior they were plastered over with a plaster mixed with broken bricks, which gave it 
a reddish color. The traces of colors indicate that some of them were decorated. Tombs were used for 
burials many times. Such tombs had from one to three burials positions, but no traces have been 
found of sarcophaguses. 

Tombs from Late antiquity with one chamber are most numerous and have been found in 
many places in Bulgaria (Sofia, Pleven, Plovdiv, Hisaria, Sandanski, Bistritsa (in the vicinity of Sofia, 
Belogradets in the vicinity of Novi Pazar, Devnja, Varna and elsewhere) (Ovcharov 1977: 20; Getov 
1970: 17). Such tombs also exist in Viminacium, Margum, Ratiaria, Noviodunum as well as Tomi 
(Tomis), Serdica, Naissus, Sirmium (Milosevic and Donevski 1999: 254). 
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Only one tomb, found to the south of the castra differs from this plan (fig. 28). It too is a 
one - Chamber plan, but with an unusual plan. This is expressed in its octagonal shape, with an 
inscribed square with three burial niches on each side of a cross. Deep rectangular niches were dug to 
lay the remains of the deceased. According to the archeological circumstances burials could have been 
done in stone sarcophaguses, nevertheless no traces of them have been found. In this way at given 
times there was enough space for rites in the central part. Its appearance and construction can be 
reconstructed on the basis of the preserved parts. The cruciform shape of the interior premises was 
familiar and used within the empire. 

So far the octagonal tomb represents the only monumental tomb built on the territory of the 
necropolises of Durostorum. Most probably it could be attributed to the early-Christian period and it is 
quite possible to have represented a mixture of a family mausoleum or martyrion. 

Tombs with two chambers are rare and in fact represent a double variant of the single 
chamber tombs. Most often they are referred to as tombs, divided by a common wall. 

The tombs have two parallel vaults and two entrances, as is the case of Ratiaria, Vidin 
Region, Bulgaria (Ovcharov 1977: 20-30), or that of Rgotini near Zaječar, Serbia (Lalovici and 
Jovanovci 1980: 81-5) and Ravna (Petrovici and Jovanovci 1977: 23), in the vicinity of Knjaževac 
(Serbia). The remaining differences are as with single chamber tombs. 

Immediately next the octagonal shape is a tomb found in 1942 whose architectural solution 
is very simple contrary to the remarkable frescoes. The main idea of the murals on the dome is to 
depict the heavens and the world beyond. The lower part symbolizes a dwelling on earth and figural 
art and scenes, connected with the life of the owners prevail. Two opinions have been given on the 
dating this monument - before or after the Gothic invasions (fig. 33). 

We shall finish with examples of the great variety of burial practices at Durostorum with an 
unusual burial find in a lead sarcophagus and a chariot next to it, with rich ornamentation of six busts 
of bronze and inlayed with platinum and gold. The horse-trappings have a wealth of ornamentation of 
small gold plates. The burial inventory is exceptionally rich - two swords in wooden sheaths, on 
encased in silver and decorated with gilt silver plates with inlaid precious stones, together with a 
golden fibula and a ring with a cameo. The wealth of the burial rite indicates that the buried person 
enjoyed a high social status. 

The burial sites in Silistra offer their modest contribution to the study of burial practices and 
architecture, which appears in a similar manner in the necropolises of Ratiaria, Serdica (Bulgaria), 
Viminacium, Margum, Sirmium (Serbia), Noviodunum, Tomis (Romania), as well as separate finds in a 
number of towns in the central part of the Balkans. 

However incomplete, the above observations allow some preliminary conclusions: 
1. The territory of the castra and the canabae were occupied to Late Antiquity, when during 

the 6th century AD the volumes of the buildings, their functions and construction techniques went 
through complete changes. The master plan was disturbed with the presence of civilian population in 
the castra and the emergence of production complexes over the ruins of Roman buildings in canabae. 

2. During the 4th century AD civilian buildings were highly representative. The castra walls 
were maintained and a new fortress was built to the northwest on the bank of the Danube where 
from the 4th century A.D., and probably throughout the 6th century AD a military unit was stationed 
there. This fort has no clearly military functions, as a numerous civilian population inhabits them. 

 3. As is evident from archeological material (pottery and iron-work) ethnically the 
inhabitants of Durostorum changes after the 4th century AD. The presence of Goths has been 
established for certain, and the appearance of Slavs began from the second half of the 6th century AD. 
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The figures without specification in legend belong to P. Donevski. 
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Fig. 1. Plan of Silistra: 1. Roman Castra; 2. Canabae; 3. Vicus and municipium; 4. Fort from Late antiquity 
Silistra, plan de situaţie. 1. Castrul Roman; 2. Canabae-le; 3. Vicus-ul şi municipium-ul; 4. Fortul din perioada 

romano-bizantină 
 

 
Fig. 2. Plan of Silistra: 1. Roman legionary castra fortress; 2. Canabae; 3. Fort from Late  

Antiquity and Early Byzantine Period; 4. Early Byzantine wall. 
Silistra, plan de situaţie. 1. Castrul Roman; 2. Canabae-le; 3. Fortul din perioada romano-bizantină şi perioada 

bizantină timpurie; 4. Zidul din perioada bizantină timpurie 
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Fig. 3. External face of the fortress wall from the end of the 2nd century. 
Paramentul exterior al zidului de incintă de la sfârşitul sec. II. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 4. Internal face of the fortress wall from the end of the 2nd century. 
Paramentul interior al zidului de incintă de la sfârşitul sec. II. 
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Fig. 5. Plan of the fortress wall with the internal rectangular tower, street and wall from Late antiquity. 
Planul zidului de incintă, cu turnul interior rectangular, curtina şi zidul din perioada romano-bizantină. 

 

 
 

Fig. 6. Plan of the southwest corner of the fortress with an internal trapeze shaped  
tower, external rectangular tower with four pylons, street and fosse. 

Planul colţului de sud-vest al fortificaţiei, cu un turn interior trapezoidal, un turn exterior rectangular, cu patru 
piloni, curtina şi fossa.
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Fig. 7. Dwelling of the centurion. 
Clădirea centurion-ului. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 8. Reconstruction of buildings in the southwest corner of the fortress. 
Construcţiile din colţul de sud-vest al fortificaţiei (reconstituire). 
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Fig. 9. Fort on the Danube from Late Antiquity and Early Byzantine Period. 
Fortul de pe malul Dunării, din perioada romano-bizantină şi bizantină timpurie. 

 

 
 

Fig. 10. Plan of the canabae with the situation of the excavated buildings. 
Planul canabae-lor cu amplasamentul construcţiilor cercetate. 
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Fig. 11. Plan of a public baths at B. Voivoda str. 
Planul termelor cercetate pe str. B. Voivoda. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 12. Plan of buildings in the foundations for flats Mladost 1-2 at Patriarch Euthymius str. 
Planul clădirilor descoperite în fundaţia blocului Mladost 1-2, de pe str. Patriarch Euthymius 
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Fig. 13. Plan of bath from the 2nd century in the foundations for block of flats Mladost 1-2. 
Planul termelor din sec. II, descoperite în fundaţia blocului Mladost 1-2. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 14. Plan of bath from the 4th century in excavations for flats Mladost 1-2. First building period. 
Planul termelor din sec. IV, descoperite în fundaţia blocului Mladost 1-2. Prima etapă constructivă. 
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Fig. 15. Plan of bath from the 4th century in the excavations for flats Mladost 1-2 Second building period. 
Planul termelor din sec. IV, descoperite în fundaţia blocului Mladost 1-2. A doua etapă constructivă. 

 
 

 
Fig. 16. Plan of building in the foundations of housing block B 12 at Sedmi septemvri str. 

Planul clădirii descoperită în fundaţia blocului B 12 de pe str. Sedmi septemvri. 
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Fig.17. Building in the foundations for a block of flats Dunav B 10 at Seres str. 
Construcţie descoperită în fundaţia blocului Dunav B 10 de pe str. Seres. 

 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 18. Building in the foundations for a block of flats Dunav B 11 at Seres str. 
Clădire descoperită în fundaţia blocului Dunav B 11 de pe str. Seres. 
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Fig.19. Buildings in the foundations for Dunav block of flats B 2 at Seres str. 

Clădire descoperită în fundaţia blocului Dunav B 2 de pe str. Seres. 
 

 
 

Fig. 20. Plan of building in the foundations of block of flats Yavorov 1-2 Sedmi septemvri str. 
Planul clădirii descoperită în fundaţia blocului Yavorov 1-2 de pe str. Sedmi septemvri. 
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Fig. 21. Plan of public baths in the excavations of foundations  
for housing block Tolbuhin 2A at Tolbuhin str. 

Planul termelor descoperite în fundaţia blocului Tolbuhin 2A de pe str. Tolbuhin 
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Legend    

U - burials with burning of bodies, II-III c. 
morminte de incineraţie, sec. II-III 
– - burials with laying of bodies, II-IV c. 
morminte de inhumaţie, sec. II-IV 
+ - Late Antiquity burials and tombs, IV-VI c. 
morminte din perioada romano-bizantină, sec. IV-VI 

 
Fig. 22. Durostorum: A. Roman castra; B. Canabae; C. Vicus and municipium; D. Fort from Late Antiquity. 
Durostorum: A. Castrul roman; B. Canabae-le; C. Vicus-ul şi municipium-ul; D. Fortul din perioada romano-

bizantină. 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 23. Burial № 1 at V. Kolarof str., plan and cross-section. 
Mormântul nr. 1 descoperit pe strada Kolarof, plan şi secţiune transversală. 
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Fig. 24. Burial № 8 at V. Kolarof str., plan and cross-section. 

Mormântul nr. 8 descoperit pe strada Kolarof, plan şi secţiune transversală. 
 
 

 
Fig. 25. Sarcophagus of a child at Y. Todorov str. and Gen. Kolev str. 

Sarcofag de copil descoperit pe str. Y. Todorov şi Gen. Kolev. 
 
 

 
Fig. 26. Burial from the new stadium, plan and cross-section. 

Mormânt descoperit la noul stadion, plan şi secţiune transversală. 
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Fig. 27. Tomb at the Zora block of flats site (Reconstruction by G. Milosevic). 

Mormânt descoperit pe ampalsamentul blocului Zora (reconstituire de G. Milosevic). 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 28. Tomb at the site of School (Reconstruction by G. Milosevic). 
Mormânt descoperit pe ampalsamentul şcolii (reconstituire de G. Milosevic). 
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Fig. 29. Tomb below the Tabia locality fortress. (Reconstruction by G. Milosevic). 
Mormânt descoeprit sub Tabia din localitate (reconstituire de G. Milosevic). 

 

 
 

Fig. 30. Situation of the tombs from the ‘Progress’ block of flats site. 
Planul de situaţie al mormintelor descoperite pe amplasamentul blocului ‘Progress’. 
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Fig. 31. Tomb from the ‘Progress’ block of flats site (Reconstruction by G. Milosevic). 
Mormânt descoperit pe amplasamentul blocului ‘Progress’ (reconstituire de G. Milosevic). 

 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 32. Tomb from the ‘Progress’ block of flats site (Reconstruction by G. Milosevic). 
Mormânt descoperit pe amplasamentul blocului ‘Progress’ (reconstituire de G. Milosevic). 



Peti DONEVSKI 130 

 
 

 
 
 

Fig. 33. Drawing of the wall decorations of the tomb (Reconstruction by G. Milosevic). 
Desen al decoraţiunilor murale ale mormântului (reconstituire de G. Milosevic). 
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